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BIBLE-STUDY SUNDAY (1901). 



One year ago a "Bible-Study Sunday" was announced by 
the American Institute of Sacred Literature. The originality of 
the idea did not appear in the plan of setting apart a day for 
beginning the study of the Bible, since that had already been 
done to some extent in the "Rally Day" which had been estab- 
lished in many Sunday schools. But rather was it the emphasis 
laid upon the principle that all the church should be studying 
the Bible, and, further, that the pastor should be responsible for 
the character of the instruction offered, whether it be given by 
himself or others. The " Bible-Study Sunday " plan made two 
demands : first, the presentation by the pastor of a sermon upon 
some phase of Bible study; and, second, an active effort to 
enlist the congregation in systematic study of the Bible, either 
in classes or as individual students. 

The results of the attempt were, to say the least, astonishing. 
Nearly nine hundred pastors promised to set apart such a day, 
and more than that number actually did so. But more remark- 
able than this number was the enthusiasm with which the people 
responded to the appeal from the pulpit. Since that time ten 
thousand persons have entered upon a course of study under 
the American Institute which provides for four years' work. In 
a large number of churches not definitely ascertained other 
courses which seemed better suited to local conditions have 
been used. The idea of Bible study as a regular and legitimate 
part of the church work, rather than the exceptional thing, has 
become deeply rooted in these churches. The relationship of 
the pastor as teacher and friend as well as preacher has been 
developed, and additional mutual confidence and interdependence 
are the result. A large volume would be required to contain the 
expressions of appreciation which have been received from pas- 
tors at the headquarters of the Institute. In many cases the 
resurrection of a dead or dying prayer-meeting has been consum- 
mated, since not infrequently the meeting has been devoted wholly 
or in part to the consideration of the Bible study of the week. 
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Two dates are set for the celebration next autumn ; one, 
September 15, for country churches ; and the second, September 
29, for the city churches. It has seemed best to make this 
distinction, since city churches do not reassemble as early as 
those in the country. These dates are not arbitrary, however, 
and can be changed within reasonable limits to suit the con- 
venience of pastor or people. 

The desire of the Institute is to secure at least two thousand 
signatures to the promise card to be issued in this connection. 
The only promise absolutely required by this signature is that 
the day be observed by a sermon upon an appropriate topic. 
Opportunity is further given upon the card, however, for a 
promise to attempt the organization of church classes. 

A new special service will be supplied each cooperating pastor. 
A series of outlines of possible sermons will also be furnished. 
It is the intention to have these outlines prepared by famous 
preachers and teachers in this country and abroad. The ser- 
mons and the outlines will be printed in the Biblical World 
for August and September, and will be reprinted for distribution. 

Will not every minister who reads this statement take upon 
his conscience three things : 

1. To pledge his own name immediately, thus adding the 
weight of the "I have done so" to anything which he may say 
upon the subject. (See advertising pages for blank.) 

2. To see that an opportunity to sign the promise card is 
presented to every minister of his acquaintance. 

3. To keep the day in his own mind and in the minds of his 
people, so that each may be ready when the time comes to 
embrace with enthusiasm the opportunity to enter upon or to 
continue systematic Bible study in one form or another. 

Such a movement is destined to increase in extent and 
effectiveness each year. To cooperate with it is simply to show 
one's appreciation of the needs of the times and his desire to 
meet them so far as may be. 

The Institute may be addressed at Hyde Park, Chicago, 111 
All correspondence will be cordially received, and announce- 
ments and promise cards can be secured in any quantity. 



